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                        THE EPISTLE OF ST. THOMAS 
 
                                               St. Thomas Episcopal Church                                       Diocese of East Carolina 
                                              The Rev. Jeff Douglas                                             The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving 

 

Notes from the 79th General Convention 

  
I am always struck by the wide diversity as the Episcopal Church and humbled by 
the faith and intellect that the Deputies and bishops represent in our branch of the 
Jesus Movement. Not that these are always at the forefront of what is uttered on the 
floor or reported in the press. I have taken the words of the PB to heart when he 
asked each speaker on the question, “Does Jesus want me to say this?” But on the 
whole this convention was conducted with a spirit of respect and love despite our 
profound and obvious differences on a variety of issues. 
  
Let me confess that I was dumb struck and embarrassed by the stories of harassment and abuse that mainly 
women, both ordained and lay, have experienced within our church. I have heard a couple of personal stories 
from mainly colleagues over the years but I guess my privilege and my naïveté allowed me to think of these 
incidents as rare exceptions rather than a church wide issue requiring a church wide change in discipline. If we 
are to be anything close to a beloved community we have to be a safe community and I believe the church is 
acting to make it safe. 
  
It is always great to hear the Presiding Bishop preach and his gifts were on full display at the convention. 
Bishop Curry spoke passionately, powerfully and prophetically on the issues that confront us Episcopalians 
specifically and as Christians in general. The Holy Spirit lives in his words and the difference he has made in 
the Church once known as “the frozen chosen” is palpable. 
  
One of the most powerful testimonies I witnessed was an Episcopalian father & mother of their daughter at 
Margery Stoneman Douglas high school. She was an active EYC member in her parish and her parents 
struggle to faithfully carry on was awe inspiring. The witness of hundreds of Episcopalians against the scourge 
of gun violence has been more than a one time event at this convention. Bishops against Gun Violence held 
daily prayer vigils attended by over a hundred people. 
  
Our trip to the detention center in Hutto, TX was powerful and heartbreaking. As we walked toward the 
detention center from the field where we prayed and sang songs we were met by security forces that were 
polite but insistent about the boundaries we were not to cross. Although several hundred yards from the 512 
women detained there, we waved and chanted to the detainees, “You are not alone. You are not forgotten.” We 
received communication from within the prison that women were tearfully staring out the windows and stayed 
there until our 14 buses departed an hour later. 
  
A special joint session was held to hear testimony about the effects of pollution and climate change. The most 
powerful testimony was that of a indigenous woman whose people reside in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge. They are completely dependent on a single herd of reindeer that is being depleted due to changes in 

August 2018 



 

August 2018 Newsletter 2 

their environment. Her voice choked with emotion when she said that her people’s 40,000 year history (no 
typo!) of drawing their life from this herd is in danger of being destroyed. She recounted that her people had no 
word for “tick” (the nasty parasite that has given us Rocky Mountain spotted fever and Lyme disease) because 
they had never seen a tick until the last few years when they have appeared in the Arctic and begun to 
devastate the Arctic hare population. She anguish over the fact that their sacred lands - “the land where all life 
began” has now been opened to oil & has development. No member of the people has ever walked this sacred 
ground and she did not know how to respond when asked to join a survey tour of that ancient land. She called 
upon us to do more than pray and sympathize with her people’s plight. 
  
It was with overwhelming joy that the Episcopal Church of Cuba, which was cut adrift by the House of 
Bishops (under questionable circumstances and with dubious authority by acting without the consent of the 
House of Deputies) was welcomed back into what they consider their mother Church. This was an occasion for 
the longest sustained applause and shouts of joy that ended in the singing of the doxology. 
  
The Budget for the next triennium is $133.8 million. The various constituencies of the Church actually 
requested $15 million more than this figure. Despite this unrealizable request there is more money for 
Evangelism staff, a $2.7 million increase for Racial Reconciliation work and $1million for environmental 
stewardship. There is good news on the revenue side in that 80% of dioceses are now in compliance with the 
15% assessment. This rate of compliance is significantly higher than the last triennium. We are drawing on our 
endowment at the rate of 5% which is higher than the suggested draw of 4.8% but down from the last 
triennium draw of 5.8%. Although there is no money directly for revision of the BCP there is funding for the 
initial task force work. 
  
The process of revising the prayer book has begun. It will likely be a decade long process and may very well 
look like a series of rites authorized for trial use in the form of PDFs. The costs of translating each of these into 
Spanish, Creole, French, German and Italian (all spoken daily by Episcopalians around the world) will be 
significant but I think the 1979 BCP may well end up being the last collection of rites published in large 
quantities as a book. The costs of producing such a volume are simply too high and too time consuming to 
contemplate. 
  
In the end we forged a path for all people to have access to the sacrament of marriage in their own parish. The 
resolution forged a difficult compromise between those with differing views but it showed us once again that 
we don’t have to agree on everything in order to be in a relationship. 
  
This General Convention will have dealt with over 400 resolutions while in Austin. Committee assignments for 
the members of our deputation have necessitated work very early morning before committee hearings began at 
7:30am and often worked late into the night after the end of business that often ended after 7pm in the evening. 
The legislative process at GC is cumbersome but it was smoothed in many ways, especially in having Deputies 
and bishops meet in joint committees. As General Convention draws closer to its adjournment, I found that we 
still were able to do our work with expansive grace and humor. It was a great privilege to serve East Carolina 
in this capacity and I hope that anyone who is willing to work hard will consider this ministry. My experience 
was inspiring. 
  
Peace 
  
Jeff+ 
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AHOSKIE FOOD PANTRY FUNDRAISER 
 

 
The Ahoskie Food Pantry will be having a 
fundraiser on Saturday, September 22, 
2018 at 6:00 p.m. at Ahoskie United 
Methodist Church, located at 212 W. 
Church St, Ahoskie. 
 
Special guest for the evening will be 
Marquis Laughlin.  Marquis, who has a 
ministry called Acts of the Word, is a 
talented Christian actor who has 
memorized large sections of Scripture.  He 
will be dramatizing the Book of Daniel.  He 
is a nationally recognized performer of this 
unique style of sharing the gospel and a 
very strong Christian.    You can see him in 
action by visiting 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7u3
_-p12ig   (There are many other YouTube 
addresses that you can use for him.) 
 
On the menu for the evening will be steak 
along with all of the trimmings.   Tickets are 
$20.00 and are now available for pick-up 
from the church office or from the office of 
the First Presbyterian Church in 
Ahoskie.  We hope that you will begin to 
pick up tickets for yourself and to sell all 
around town and throughout Hertford 
County, as well as the parts of Bertie 
County that the Ahoskie Food Pantry 
serves. 

 
(Unsold tickets must be returned by Monday, September 17, in order to give a firm count by the same date.) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7u3_-p12ig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7u3_-p12ig
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Remember the 21st 
and Back to School:  

 

              Honoring the Presiding Bishop's call to make the 21st of each month a day of prayer, fasting,  
              and advocacy, St. Thomas' project for August will be a gathering of school supplies.  
              Items needed include the following: 

index cards (3X5)*           one subject spiral notebooks           pocket folders 
1 inch binders*                 2 inch binders*           sheet protectors*           
#2 pencils           pens highlighters 
Crayons colored pencils           glue sticks           
flash drives           headphones or ear buds packs of notebook paper 

(both wide & college ruled) 
              *items in demand for completion of senior projects 

              Also, school uniforms and back packs (no wheels) are always needed. 

              Please make your purchases, and bring the items to the room adjacent to the office of the rector 
              and secretary. Thank you. 

 

Congratulations to 

Bill and Vicki Blanchard 
on the birth of their 

first grandchild. 

Aiden Rahman  
was born to 

Sarah and Zein 
on July 22, 2018. 

He weighed 5 lbs., 9 oz. 
 

Both mom and son 
are doing well. 

 

Reminder: Please allow doors by the stairwell to remain 
unlocked so that renters can access tables.  Thanks! 
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United Thank Offering Triennial Ingathering  
Collects More Than $3 Million 

  

 
The triennial UTO Ingathering ceremony held at the 79th General  
Convention of The Episcopal Church in Austin, TX, took place on  
July 6. It brought in $3,738,989.47. UTO funds are granted on an  
annual basis to support mission across the worldwide Episcopal  
Church. The nine Episcopal Church provinces, as well as  
Ingatherings from groups not associated with a province, gathered  
the following amounts to support the United Thank Offering: 

Province One –             $173,944.39 
Province Two –            $419,107.00 
Province Three –          $719,618.33 
Province Four –           $797,922.02* 
Province Five –           $286,315.39 
Province Six –              $196,791.36 
Province Seven –       $263,595.99 
Province Eight –        $328,120.89 
Province Nine –           $42,346.84 
Other Ingatherings-   $511,227.26 

The total Ingathering for the 2015-2017 triennial is $3,738,989.47 
 
* Province 4 (IV), also known as the Province of Sewanee, is one of nine ecclesiastical provinces making up  
   the Episcopal Church in the United States of America. The largest of the provinces of the Episcopal Church,  
   it is composed of twenty dioceses in nine Southeastern states. Included in Province 4 are dioceses located  
   in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and part   
   of Louisiana.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Ingatherings include the following contributors: 
The Episcopacy for Armed Forces and Federal 

Ministries, the Staff of the Presiding Bishop, the 
Episcopal Church of Liberia, Iglesia Anglicana de 

Mexico, Iglesia Episcopal de Panamá, Iglesia Anglicana 
de la Región Central América, and Iglesia Anglicana de 
Uruguay, Iglesia Anglicana del Cono Sur de America 

 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/pressreleases
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical_province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_in_the_United_States_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(U.S._state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana
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AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Mary C. Pierce 
  2 Charlie Rascoe 
  3 Claudia Griffin 
  8 Carolyn Cockerham Wiggins 
11    Stuart Brooks 
12 Briar Rascoe 
13 Meredith Joyner Bartlett 
14 David Simons 
17 Alexis Urquhart-Harrell 
19 Johnny Griffin 
20    Parker Jones 
20    John Simons 
21 Dicky Hoggard 
21 Stephen Shields 
22 Sarah Brown Stevenson 
23 Tomma Jenkins 
24 Rob Outland   
27    Ernie Carter 
28 Clark Wren 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Mary C., Charlie, Claudia, Carolyn, Stuart, Briar, 
Meredith, David, Alexis, Johnny, Parker, John, Dicky, Stephen, Sarah, Tomma, Rob, Ernie, and Clark, as they begin another 
year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

13 Julian and Jerrie Taylor 
20 Ernie and Gail Carter 
25 Charles and Lois Sawyer 
28 Dicky and Becky Hoggard 

“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  
Send therefore your blessing upon Julian and Jerrie, Ernie and Gail, Charles and Lois, Dicky and Becky, that they may so love, 
honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing 
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
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  St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for August 2018 
Acolytes 

 

 

Altar Flowers  
5  Mr. and Mrs. David Simons 

12  Mrs. Tomma Jenkins 
19  Dr. and Mrs. Charles Sawyer 
26  Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Griffin 
 

 

        

Altar Guild 
 

Sarah Davis and Becky Johnson                                            
 

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays) 

    1  Dicky Hoggard 
    8  Jim Shotwell 
  15  Peggy Vann 
  22  Bubba Peele 
29 

 
  Patsy Jones 

 

Lay Readers 

 19 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Hugh Davis 
 26 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Buck Suiter 

    
  

Ushers 
Dicky Hoggard and John Davis 
 

Yard Work 

 

 
 

 

5  OPEN 
12  Hugh Davis and Alexis Urquhart-Harrell 
19  Gretchen Simons and Mac Griffin 
26  OPEN 

    
     

Hospitality Committee 
 

 Jamie and Becky Johnson 
Benjie and Amy Brown 

 
 

         5 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Buck Suiter 
       12 8:00 AM  Morning Prayer OPEN 

 10:30 AM    Holy Eucharist Sarah Davis 

5  Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 
12  Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 
19  Bubba Peele and Clyde & Ann Hughes                                       
26  Bubba Peele and Clyde & Ann Hughes                                       
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 263 
Ahoskie, NC 27910 

     

       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


